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At the XXIst plenary Bessie: of the International Com-

mittee on Intellectual Co-operation, held in Geneva last July,

the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation submitted a report

on the work that was being done by the Standing Committee on

Higher Education, In its statement, the Institute set forth the

considerations which Justify the study undertaken by the

885515166 هذ the powsitilities of adertinc higher education

to modern requirements and the conditions in which this adapta-

tion could be effected. It drew particular attention to the

two important questions which the Committee will be called

upon to study: a) The measures of local, national or inter-

national co-crdination that should be adopted with a view to

facilitating the introduction, in ‘the Faculties, cfnew indis-

pensable courses, compatiblewith the financial resources and

scientific recruitment of the different countries; b) The

means of re-establishing, concurrently with the efforts made

to meet these requirements, that unity which gave such power

to the University in the middle Ages.

The statement presented by the Institute was followed

by an extremely lively discussion in which the following took

part: M. J. Huizinga, Professor at the University of Leyden;

M. C. Bialobrzeski, Professor at the University of Warsaw;



M. Ozorio de Almeida, Professor at the University of Rio de

Janeiro; Dr. George F. Zook, President of the American Council

on Education; и. Gonzague de Reyna, Proresbbr at the Univer-

sity of Friburg (Switzerland); M.B. de Kerekjärt&, Professor

“at the University of Budapest; -Sir Abdul Qadir, Professor at

the Osmania University (India); M. Li Yu Ying, President

of the National Academy of Peiping, and M. Edouard Herriot,

President of the Chamber of Deputies, France.

among these distinguished speakers, M. HUIZINGA

referred to the example of the mediaeval university, which

succeeded inestablishing its unity as well as its universalitv

the latter being manifested both in the supranational’ characte:

of the university and by the fact that it embraced all the

sciences. M. BIALOBRZESKI and м. KEREKJARTO drewattention to

one of the missions of the university tich was too often overlook.

namely. to give its students a general culture. In the opinion

of Dr. ZOOK, the universities adapt themselves but very slow-

ly to the changes which have taienplace particularly during

the thot century: changes due to the evolution of Su sciences,

SCONOMLG changes and, lastly, social changes, the. dat ter having

“brought broader and broader classes ofsociety to the univer-

sity. The study which the Standing Committée has decided to

under take should make it possible to observe, ineach country,

the rhythm and Li rostien of thé efforts towards adaptation

made by the university in the course of the last century, the

tendencies that are being manifested in this sphere today, and

the measures taken or contemplated. M. OZORIO de ALMEIDA sug-

posted that the Standing Committee should define what the

present-day university should be. In his opinion, the universit:



should furnish youth with a comprehensive idea not only

of national life, but also of international life. At a time

when discoveries follow one another in rapid succession, it

should also develop: the potential of adaptation in its students,

M. de REYNOLD observed that the university of the Middle Ages,

conceived in a spirit of Christian universality and combining

every field of learning in a system dominated by theology,

Setabliched а formula for that unity which, to the general

regret, had now disappeared, The ideal would be to rid the

university of all the schools, all the institutes and the

inortinate number of over-specialised courses which have

ended by encumberingit and thus to educó universi ty tuition

to a few general and fundamental courses, It does not seem,

however, that this ideal can be attained, at any rate not at

the present moment. An endeavour should therefore be made

to define what really onstitutes sd Mas no longer consti-

tutes a university in the present academic system, and to
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   established a kind of hierarchy in the courses. M. HERRIOT

contrasted the nationalist university; which went so far as

to subordinatecertain general concepts. to the. interests of

the rational community, with the Játeral or human type cf

university such as the mediaeval universities. of. Oxford, Paris

or Padua. The Standing Committee should concentrate.its

efforts on reviving this human conception of the university.

An endeavour should be made to reconcile indispensable special-

isation with that general culture required for the training

of man and for the defence of a certain number of ideas.

Specialisation should be practised chiefly with a view to



the teaching of method, since the speciality itself will very

soon be outrun. With regard to general culture, M. Herriot

would like to see reinstated in the university the great

"master! courses (grands enseignements magi straux) which, to
 

his mind, were now submerged by subsidiary subjects, "Culture"

inculcated by the university should be the faculty to see

beyond the barriers behind which we live. Sir Abdul QADIR

stressed the interest which Indian university circles also

were taking in the development of general courses, Lastly,

M. Li YU YING emphasised the necessity of stressing the

supranational character of the university and advocated

increasing the measures that would open the dcors of higher

education institutions to all classes: of society.

By way of conclusion, the following resolution was

voted by the International Committee:

"7, Committee on Higher Education.
"The International Committee on Intellectual Co-

operation,
"Considering the traditional mission which the

universities have always fulfilicd, not only in the training
of. the élite but also by effecting in every age the finest
synthesis of human knowledge;

"Being of opinion, moreover, that, in view of the
extraordinary development in human kncwledge and econcmic and
social conditions during the past century, the problem of the
unity and universality of higher education has assumed an
aspect of particular urgency:

"Declares that the study of these problems is and
must remain one of the principal tasks of intellectual co-
cperation;

“Takes note with satisfaction of the, constitution of
the Standing Committee on Higher Education set up for this
purrose and approves the programme of studies entered on the
agenda for the first meeting of that Committee."

0

0 0

The. Secretariat of the Standing Committee is therefore

gratified to notethat the .programme of workdrawn up for the



consideration of the first meeting of this committee was unani-

mously approved by the International Committee on Intellectual

0661611525 Lt neverttoless wished to communicate to you the

observations made by various members of she International Com-

nittee concernins this programme, The suggestions put forward

by these eminent representatives of university life of such a

varied character in no way modify the agenda prepared for the

first meeting of the Standing Committee, but the latter will

undoubtedly wish to take them into consideration when mapping

out the general trend of its activities.

Furthermcr=, it might perhaps be desirable to complete

the reports which the national committees were asked (in our

letters of April 22nd and June 6th, 1939) tc send in for the

first meeting, in the light of the ideas expressed by Dr. Zook

at the session of the International Committee on Intellectual

Co-operation, on behalf of the American National Committee,

which is collaborating with our Standing Committee, The

investigation of the financial and administrative possibili-

ties of introducing in the universities and higher schools,

the courses and research renderec necessary by the evolution

of the disciplines and social or economic life, would gain

in clarity and definition if it were preceded by a historical
ee حيو

 

survey relatingthe gradual introduction ofnew subjects in
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necessary, setting forth the scientífic, economic and social
»

considerations which justified these innovations at the time

of their introduction, This method of dealing with the

problem on the agenda would be particularly appropriate in



the

ity

the
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the

communicated to the members of the Standing Committee, has been

case of countries which, owing to the extent or complex-

of their higher education system, lend themselves less to

compilation of complete Statistical documentation such as

suggested in the letters referred to shove, The report ofx

American Council on Fducation, (1) which will shortly be

prepared in that spirit.

(1) "Recent developments in the content and scope of higher
education and research in the U.S.A., and current pro-
gress towards the co-ordination of these activities in
keeping with modern conditions", by Merritt M. Chambers,
member of staff, American Youth Commission of the American
Council on Education.
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At the XXIst plenary session of the International Com-

mittee on Intellectual Co-operation, held in Geneva last July,

the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation submitted a report

on the work that was being done by the Standing Committee on

Higher Fducation. In its statement, the Institute set forth the

considerations which justify the study undertaken by the

Committee on the possibilities of adapting higher education

to modern requirements and the conditions in which this adapta-

tion could be effected. 1t drew particular attention to the

two important questions which the Committee will be called

upen to study: a) The measures cf local, national or inter-

national co-ordination that should be adopted with a view to

facilitating the introduction, in ‘the Faculties, cf new indis-

pensable courses, compatible with the financial resources and

scientific recruitment of the different countries: b) The

means of re-establishing, concurrently with the efforts made

to meet these requirements, that uni ty which gave such power

to the University in the Middle Ages,

The statement presented by the Institute was followed

by an extremely lively discussion in which the following took

part: M., J. Huizinga, Professor at the University of Leyden;

м. С. Bialobrzeski, Professor at the University of Warsaw;
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M. Ozorio de Almeida, Professor at the University of Rio de

Janeiro; Dr. George F. Zook, President of the American Council

on Education; м, Gonzague de Reynold, Professor at the Univer-

sity of Friburg (Switzerland); u.B. de Kerékjártó, Professor

-at the University of Budapest; Sir “Abdul ‘Qadir, Professor at

the Osmania University (India): м. Li Yu Ying, President

of the National Academy of Peiping, and M. Edouard Herriot,

President of the Chamber of Deputies, France.

Among these ‘distinguished speakers, M. HUIZINGA

referred to the exámple of the mediaeval university, which

succeeded in establishing Ч unity as well as its universality

the latter being manifested both in the saprenationel “characte:

of the university and by the fact that it embraced all the

sciences. M. BIALOBRZS"SKI and wm.  KEREKJARTO drew attention to

one of the missions of the 131117605157 ieh 213106 ¿Cien Crerioomel

namely. to give th students a general culture. In the opinion

of Dr. ZOOK, the universities adapt themselves but very slow-

ly to the changeswhich have telen place particularly during

the last century: changes due to the evolution of the sciences,

economic changes and, Lastiy, social changes, the latter having

brought broader and broader classes of society to the univer-

‘sity. The study which the Standing Committee has decided to

undertake should make it possible de Observe, in each country,

the rhythm aus  irwction of the öfter te howerds adaptation

made by the WiiTer AL EY in the courseof the last century, the

tendencies that are being manifested in 1% entero today, and

the measures taken 4 contemplated. M. OZORIC de ALMEIDA sug-

gested that the Standing Committee Should delas whet the

pre sent--day university should be. ‘In his opinion, the universit;



should furnish youth with a comprehensive idea not only

of national life, but also of international life, At a time

when discoveries follow one another in rapid succession, it

should. also develop the potential of adaptation in its students.

M. de REYNOLD observed that the university of the Middle Ages,

conceived in a spirit of Christian universality and combining

Every Tielt of learning in a system dominated by theology,

established a formula for that unity which, to the general

مقبلا had now disappeared. The ideal would be to rid the

university of 11 the schools, all the institutes and the

inordinate number ofover-specialised courses which have

ended by encumbering it and thus to reduce university tuition

to a few general and fundamental courses, 1t does not seem,

however, that this ideal :can:be attained, at any rate not at

the present moment. An endeavour should therefore be made

to define what renily conatitutes and what no longer consti-

tutes a university in the present academió system, and to
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established a kind of ‘hierarchy in the courses. M. HERRIOT 

contrasted the nationalist university, which went so far as

to subordinate Sertain general concepts to the interests of

the na tional community, with the liberal or human type of

university such as the mediaeval universities of Oxford, Paris

or Padua, The Standing Committee should condentrate its

efforts on reviving this human conception ST Lhe university.

An endeavour should be made to reconcile indispensable special-

isation with that general culture required for ‚the training

of man and for the defence of a certain number of ideas.

Specialisation should be practised chiefly with a view to



the teaching of method, since the speciality itself will very

soon be outrun. With regard to general culture, M. Herriot

would like to see reinstated in the university the great

 

 

"master" courses (grands enseignements magistraux) which, to

his mind, were now submerged by subsidiary subjects. "Culture"

inculcated by the university.should be the faculty to see

ATR
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Stressed the interest which Indian university circles also

were taking in the development of general courses, Lastly,

M. Li YU YING emphasised the necessity of stressing the
ب

supranational character of the university and advocated

increasing the measures that would open the dcors of higher

education institutions to all classes of society.

By way of conclusion, the following resolution was

voted by the International Committee:

"7. CommitteeonHigherEducation.
"The International Committee on Intellectual Co-

operation,
"Considering the treditional mission which the

universities have always fulfili-d, not only in the training
‚of the élite but also by effecting in every age the finest
synthesis of human knowledge ;

"Being of. opinion, moreover, that, in view of the
extraordinary development in human kncwledge and econcmic and
social conditions during the past century, the problem of the
unity and universality of higher education has assumed an
aspect of ‘particular urgency:

"Declares that the study of these problems is and
must remain: one of the principal tasks of intellectual co-
cperation;

"Takes note with satisfaction of the constitution of
the Standing Committee on Higher Education set up for this
purpose and approves the programme of studies entered on the
agenda for the first meeting of that Committee,"
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The Secretariat of the Standing Committee is therefore

gratified to поте that the programme of work drawn up for the



consideration of the first meeting of this committee was unani-

mously approved by the International Committee on Intellectual

Co-operation. It nevertheless wished to communicate to you the

observations made by various members of the International Com-

nittes ‘soncerniti this programme. The suggestions put forward

by these eminent representatives of university life of such a

varied character in no way modify the agenda prepared for the

first meeting of the Standing Committee, but the latter will

undoubtedly wish to take them into consideration when mapping

out the general trend of its activities.

Furthermcr=, it might perhaps be desirable to complete

the reports which the national committees were asked (in our

letters of April 22nd and June 6th, 1939) tc send in for the

first meeting, in the light of the ideas expressed by Dr, Zook

at the session of the International Committee on Intellectual

Co-operation, on behalf of the American National Committee,

which is collaborating with our Standing Committee, The

investigation of the financial and administrative possibili-

ties of introducing in the universities and higher schools,

the courses and research renderec necessary by the evolution

of the disciplines and social or economic life, would gain

in clarity and definition if it were preceded by a historical
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higher education programmes since the 19thcentury, and, if

necessary, setting forth the scientific, economic and social

considerations which justified these innovations at the time

of their introduction, This method of dealing with the

problem on the agenda would be particularly appropriate in



the case of countries which, owing to the extent or complex-

ity of their higher education system, lend themselves less to

the compilation of complete statistical documentation such as

was suggested in the letters referred to above. The report of

the American Council on Educaticn, (1) which will shortly be

communicated to the members of the Standing Committee, has been

prepared in that spirit.

 

(L) "Recent developments in the content and scope of higher
education and research in the U.S.A., and current pro-
gress towards the co-ordination of these activities in
keeping with modern conditions", by Merritt M. Chambers,
member of staff, American Youth Commission of the American
Council on Education.



  


