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Geneva, June 28th, I938.

INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION ORGANISATION

ADVISOX COLLITTEZOl THE TEACHING OF PRINCIPLES.
— AND FACTS OF INIENNATIONAL CO-OPERATION.
 

 

THE TEACHING OF MODERN LANGUAGES AS A MEANS
OF PROMOTING LUTUAL UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN NATIONS,

—————

- Type Secretariat has the honour to transmit herewith

to the members of the Committee a summary of the reply

received from the Board of Education to its questionnaire

on the teaching of modern languages, secured through the

courtesy of Mr. J,0. Roach. To this reply is added

information transmitted by the Modern Language Association

(London). This documentation reached the Secretariat

after Document C.I.C.I./C.C.E. 43 had been distributed.
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1. To what extent is the study of modern languages as

foreseen in the secondary-school curriculum of your coun-

try conceived with a view to spreading among the younger

eneration a knowledge ofi the contemporar civilisation

of foreign countries (literature, social and intellectual

life, ways of living and thinking)?

BOARD OF EDUCATION.

The cholce of texts for reading in the middle forms

of secondary schools, where the ages of the children

range from 11 to 16, 1s left largely in the hands of

the schools themselves, and there are no officially

prescribed books at this, or indeed at any other, stage,

The practice therefore varies a good deal from school

to school but it may be sald that the courses followed

in the first two years deal mainly with subject matter,

calculated to impart information about the country

concerned in as simple and as attractive a way as possl-

ble. In the succeeding three years a large number of

texts are available dealing with life and manners in the

foreign country, but 1t cannot be sald that such texts

are very widely used. In many cases the choice of a

text may be made mainly on account of its immediate

interest (e.g. novels), linguistic utility, or literary

value, rather than for its bearing on contemporary life,

Some of the texts designed to impart a knowledge of

foreign civilisations tend to be mere compilations of

facts and to be uninteresting to read. It should, however,

be possible to select from the material available a number

of texts for use at this stage which would promote a
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better understanding of the country whose language is
studied,

At the Sixth Form stage, where the ages of the
pupils range from I6 to I8 or 19, the curriculum is largely
determined by the Higher School Certificate syllabuses.
The prescribed courses of reading vary largely from one
Examining Body to another. Some of them still prescribe
for detailed study either of two periods: in French, the
classical or the romantic period: and in German, either
(roughly) 1750-1800 or 1800-1850, But the lists of
books for general reading of the Examining Bodies have of
lateyears included historical material and a number of
more modern works typical of the foreign civilisation
studied, and there are indications that, in place of the
study of a prescribed period, a wide choice of books,
including modern books on political economy, history,
geography and the arts are now allowed by some Bodies.
In some large schools where numbers in the Sixth Form
and the standard of staffing permit, special courses
are conducted for boys and girls not taking the Higher
School Certificate Examination, These courses include
one or more modern languages which are studied with a
view to familiarising the pupils with contemporary life
and thought, and not as a preparation for the more litorary
University Courses. |

MISS CALTHROP, LECTURER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON=AteCOLLEBUNUNINSTITUTE OF EDUCATION ann 7

(transmitted through ‘the courtesy of the Modern
Language Association). |

Most modern. courses for beginners now take for their
chief subject matter the life of the foreign country, the
text usually centering round every day activities and cus-
toms, and often including some siple history and geography
and stories of famour men and women.In the middle stages
there seems to bo less specific provision, but here again
there is a large choice of texts and readers which will
enlarge the knowledge of the foreigncountry. Many of the
courses and texts ane illustratedeither by photographs
or by the work of native artists,

Serlous study of literature is reserved for the 2
years following the. first school certificate examination,
but a number of masterpieces of literature are often read
earlier, and some schools give quite an extensive know-
ledge of suitableÁyric poetry. |

Out-of-school activities are common.
(a) Language clubs and societies. (b) Visits to the

foreign country either as school journeys with careful
preparation and afterwork, or individual exchange visits.
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2. What methods of teaching haveproved to be particularly

helpfulin this respect?

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

The most successful method is that which aims at

providing as much material as possible to exercise

the pupil's powers of expression, both orally and in

writing. Thus the early stages are occupied in acquiring

and using an active vocabulary of common things. This

vocabulary is graduelly widened by reading and 1s used

mainly as a vehlcle for expressing the pupil's ideas in

the language. Side by side with the acquisition of
vocabulary the facts of accldende and syntax are mastered

in strict sequence and carefully revised. In short,
free composition and not translation is the main business

of the course, and the foreign language 1s made the
language of the classroom. The weight laid by Bodies

conducting the School Certificate Examination on transla-
tion, both from and into the foreign language, results
in many schools being inclined to spend too much of their
time on these exercises, though it is not generally

realised that a method largely based on free composition
is not antagonistic to good translation if strict gramma-
tical accuracy is insisted on from the start.

In practice the direct method (with certain modifi-
cations) is generally employed, with the help of other
procedures, eg. dramatic representations, school journeys,

music and singling, ete. |

3.What measures havebeen appliedin order to facilitate the
exchange of teachers andpupils travellingabroad?

BOARD OF EDUCATION: | |
The Board do not themselves arrange directly exchange

of teachers and pupils travelling abroad.

As regards teachers, the Board participate in two

schemes of this measure: (a) the exchange of full-time
téachers in which two teachers, one mX in this country and
one overseas, exchange posts in each otheris schools for
a year; and (b) assistant schemes whereby arrangements
are made with foreign Governments for the appointment of
students or teachers to posts in educ&tional institutions
abroad for a year, the person receiving board and lodging
in return for giving conversational lessons to the pupils
of the institution to which he 1s attached for about twelve
hours a week.

As regards pupils, the Board themselves take no part
in the various arrangements made for the exchange or travel
of pupils abroad. These are generally made by the School
Authorities themselves, sometimes by the Local Education
Authority, and in other cases through one or other of

the organisations which exist to facilitate these matters,
Some of these organisations are on a non-profit-making basis,
others may not be.
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Mp, G.R, PARKER, Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INCORPORATEDASSO- :
CIATIONOFASSISTANT MASTERS, AND CHAIRMANOFTHEINTERNA- ï
TIONAL SUB—COMIITTEE OF THE JOINT FOUR,

(Transmitted through the courtesy of the Modern »
Language Association)

Schemes forthe exchange of teachers:

(a) Exchange of full-time teachers with France and
Germany.

Under arrangements made between the Board of Educa-
tion and the Ministries ofEgmcation in France andGermany,
a limited number of Modern Language teachers exchange
posts for a poriod of one year. The number of exchanges
with each country rarely exceeds four in any year.

(B) Exchange of "Assistants",

Under this scheme a number of young teachers or
intending teachers gapend a year attached in a supernumerary
capacity to schools or universities in France or Germany.
They usually teach small groups for a limited number of
periods per week and are given opportunities of continuing
their own studies. They receive free board and lodging
or its equivalent in money. There may be as many as 50
go to each country in one. year and a similar number
of French and German teachers come to England.

(c) Exchange with the United States.

This is a scheme for the exchange of full-time
teachers between schools in Graát-Britain and the U.S.A.
The scheme is organised by the English-speaking Union,
and exchanges must be approved by the Board of Education,
The number may be anything up to IO in any year, mostly wo-
men. |

(4) Exchange with the Dominions.

Tris in a similar scheme to (c) bpt organised
by the Leagos of the Empire. In 1936 there were 174
exchanges, of which I6 were secondary teachers,

Under (а), (с), and (à), each teacher obtains a
year's leave of absence from his or her school authority
but remains in the service of the authority and continues
to be paid by it, Those who take advantage of (b) have
not as a rule yet held a full-time teaching post,
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Ц, Are broadcasting and cinematography used, and if so,
what have been the results of these experiments?

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

The cinema 1s little used as yet in the teaching of

modern languages, though there are records of interesting
experiments of work on these lines, expecially in poor

districts in the distressed areas, where the foreign

country is thus brought to the children though they cannot

afford to visit it in person.

The gramophone is used in some schools as an ald

to the acquisition of correct intonation, but teachers do

not generally find it very satisfactory owing “vo the

restriction to a limited amoynt of materlal. It is also

used in the form of courses, e. g. linguaphone German

for late beginners in the Sixth Form. In general ît cannot

be said that much use ds made of the gramophone.

The broadcasts provided by the B.B.C. are taken

by a large number of schools. The results are sald to

be: (a) better comprehension of ppoken language; fi

(b) increased vocabulary; (c) increased Knowledge of the
life and institutions of foreign countries; (4d) marked
improvement in the pupils' pronunciation and intonation.

THE CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR SCHOOL BROADCASTING: -

Broadcast courses in Modern Languages for the

year 1938-9 are as follows. The figures given after each

course indicate the number of schools which are taking

the course this year (1937-8)

Early Stages in German 31
Early Stages in French 103

French for Sixth Forms 721

German for Fifth and Sixth

Forms 249
Intermediate French No figure available

for this course

In the early and intermediate stages the aims of the
Broadcasts ls to familiarise pupils with a foreign language
as spoken by a variety of French and Germain voices, thus

to strengthen the habit of listening with attention to the

foreign tongue, to train and accelerate the recognition of

common phrases, hence to help an understanding of everyday

speech, tn incroase the case with which that speech is used

by the pupils themselves. The introduction of simple

songs eases the strain of continuous listening, and leads

to semiconscious acquisition of greater skill in speech.

Repetition is an essential part of the method, and

regular sound-drill helps the teacher to combat slovenly

habits of speech.
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In the Senior stages the aim 1s to provide practice
in following a variety of voices, to interest the students
in foreign life and environment and to let them hear examples
of literature well read.

>. Does the training offiiture teachers of modern languages
take into dueaccountthe ESGeneral or?entation1of language
teaching to becons.considered by the AdvisoryCommittee (scope
of studies, compulsory stays abrodd, etc

BOARD OF EDUCATION:

Teachers of modern languages are not required to
follow any special type of training and the Board lay down
no rugulations regarding the qualifications for teachers
on this subject in any type of schools. The qualifications
of such teachers are a matter for the Local Education
Authority or Governing Body concerned in the light of the
requirements of the post: Cenerelly speaking, however,
applicants for such posts in Secondary Schools are expected
nowadays to hold an Honnurs degree in modern languages,
having preferably spent a period abroad. In many cases a
year of professional training is also required, or consider.
ed to be an additional desirable qualification,

Normally such a teacher will have followed a course
in a Secondary School of 7 or 8 years and will have taken
the School Certificate and Higher School Certificate
Examinations, He will then have taken a University
degree course in mcdern languages lasting three, and in
some cases, four years, after which he may follow a year
of professional training, most commonly for a Diploma in
Education. Residence abroad 1s not a common feature before
the University stage is reached, but a number of Universities
make provision for counting the work of a period varying
from a term to a year at an approved foreign University
as equivalent to work in the University itself, and a num-
ber of students take advantage of this concession, The
character of the University degree courses varies somewhat
in the schpe of the syllabus and also in regard to the
requirements as to subsidlary subjects,

MISS CALTHROP, LECTURER AT THE UNIVERSITY OFLONDON
INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION.

(transmitted through the courtesy of the Modern
Language Association)

The course of profes&ional training at the Institute
of Education insists on a minimum of six months residence
abroad for those students who wish to be classed as
"secondary teachers" during their training year. In the
study of the methods of modern language teaching, great
stress is laid on the importance of teaching pupils an
understanding of foreign life and culture, geography and
history, etc., as well as an intelligent approach to litera-
ture, and methods for carrying out such work are suggested.

a
p

i
j



a

NY

6, What facilities are offered tomodern language tea-
chers havingalreadyentered theirprofession, in order to

allow them to keep in close contactwiththe life of the

countries whose language they are teaching?
 

BOARD OFEDUCATION:
 

The Board themselves do not prescribe any further

courses of study for teachers alreagy:in service, though

they make provision for the further training of teachers

in two ways. In the first, provision is made under the

Regulations for the Training of Teachers for the award

each year of a number of Studentships to assist teachers

who have completed at least five years! service in approved

schools to undertake further study of an advanced character,

The Studentships may be held for work in this country or

abroad and the types of courses proposed are not restricted

in any way. In the second, vacation and other short courses

are erranged by the Board for teachers in service in this

country, and also by other Bodies, e.g. Universities and,

on some occasions, Local Education Authorities. These

courses are gen rally organised to refresh the teacher's

knowledge of the language and the country concerned, as

well as to give an opportunity for the demonstration of

modern teaching methods.

Local Education Authorities may also grant assistance
to teachers and students wishing to follow vacation courses

on the Continent, where special provision 1s not infrequently

made for students or teachers of modern languages.




