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Dear Sir,

I have the honour to communicate to you a project

regarding the publication of a collection of original works

on the native civilisations of America and on the history

and notable discoveries of XVIth century America, I should

be grateful if you would kindly give this project your

consideration and bring it to the notice of the intellectual

circles of your country with which you are in touch.

The proposal that a scientific collection of this

character should be published, by international collabora-

tion, was put forward at the last session of the League of

Nations Assembly by M. Levillier, Ambassador, Delegate of

the Argentine Republic, The Assembly approved of the proposal

in principle and instructed the International Institute of

Intellectual Oo-operation, which would be entrusted with the

publication of these works, to draw up in collaboration with

the qualified personalities the scientific and financial

plan for the work to be undertaken, This plan is to be laid

before the next ordinary session of the Assembly, which will

thus be in a position to express a final opinion on the

carrying out of the proposal.

You will find appended to this letter (Annex 1) a

preliminary draft schedule of the Collection, indicating the

different sections under which the works to be published

would be classified. This schedule has been prepared by a

group of Americanists who, since December last, have held

several meetings at the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation





and by other persons consulted in writing (Annex 2). You will

note that it consists of two parts, one relating to ethno-

logy, the other to the history and outstanding discoveries

of America before and during the XVIth and at the beginning

of the XVIIth century.

If the project receives the ap»roval of the next

Assembly of the League of Nations, the Collection will be

placed under the sponsorship of a Committee of Americanists,

the composition of which will be communicated to you in due

course, We have already received promises of acceptance from

a great number of eminent ethnologists and historians.

Although no final decision will be taken in this

matter before next September, we are anxious to bring the

project to the notice of scientists forthwith with a view to

obtaining their support. The approval of the proposed collec-

tion, by yourself and by your colleagues, would carry with

it considerable weight and would not fail to exercise a

favourable influence on the decision to be taken by the

League of Nations Assembly,

I venture to point out that since finantial consi-

derations will also come into play when the project is exam-

ined, it is highly desirable that we should be able to ely”

on definite promises of subscriptions. At this early stage,

it 1s difficult for me to give you complete details as to the

number and price of the volumes. It is possible, however, to

anticipate the publication of 14 works on ethnography and 50

on history and geography, of from 350 to 400 pages each, in-g°

Jesus, which would be obtainable from booksellers at about

50 French francs per volume. In the case of Subscriptions to

the entire collection. this figure would be reduced to about



4



40 francs. The price of the different volumes would vary

slightly according to the number of pages, maps and other

illustrations. We expect to be able to produce four or five

works a year (two on ethnology and two or three on history)

in French and English editions.

I should be grateful if you would kindly let me know,

with an indication of which of these two languages you choose,

the number of subscriptions you could secure for us. Perhaps

you will be kind enough to interest also your colleagues and

members of other learned societies of your country in this

publication. (Subscriptión forms are enclosed herewith).

By the successful conduct of an u dertaking of this

scale, through international collaboration, we hope to make,

in conformity with the intentions of the League of Nations

Assembly, an essential contribution to the promotion of

mutual knowledge of peoples, without which a rapprochement

of minds and international co-operation are impossible. There

can be no doubt that this Collection which, in its committee

of sponsors and in its authors, will group tc-ether the most

distinguished scholars of the New and the 01d World, will

lead to a better understanding of American civilisation and

its origins, will serve to dispel ignorance and misunder-

standings, thereby permitting of a proper appreciation of

this splendid civilisation and the work of those to whom the

world is indebted for its establishment,

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Sir,

I have the honour to communicate to you a project

regarding the publication of a collection of original works

on the native civilisations of America and on the history

and notable discoveries of XVIth century America. I should

be grateful if you would kindly give this project your

consideration and bring it to the notice of the intellectual

circles of your country with which you are in touch.

The proposal that a scientific collection of this

character should be published, by international collabora-

tion, was put forward at the last session of the League of

Nations Assembly by M. Levillier, Ambassador, Delegate of

the Argentine Republic. The Assembly approved of the proposal

in principle and instructed the International Institute of

Intellectual Co-operation, which would be entrusted with the

publication of these works, to draw up in collaboration with

the qualified personalities the scientific and financial

plan for the work to be undertaken. This plan is to be laid

before the next ordinary session of the Assembly, which will

thus be in a position to express a final opinion on the

carrying out of the proposal.

You will find appended to this letter (Annex 1) a

preliminary draft schedule of the Collection, indicating the

different sections under which the works to be published

would be classified. This schedule has been prepared by a

group of Americanists who, since December last, have held

several meetings at the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation





and by other persons consulted in writing (Annex 2). You will

note that it consists of two parts, one relating to ethno-

logy, the other to the history and outstanding discoveries

of America before and during the XVIth and at the beginning

of the XVIIth century,

If the project receives the aporoval of the next

Assembly of the League of Nations, the Collection will be

placed under the sponsorship of a Committee of Americanists,

the composition of which will be communicated to you in due

course, Xe have already received promises of acceptance from

a great number of eminent ethnologists and historians.

Although no final decision will be taken in this

matter before next September, we are anxious to bring the

project to the notice of scientists forthwith with a view to

obtaining their support. The approval of the proposed collec-

tion, by yourself and by your colleagues, would carry with

it considerable weight and would not fail to exercise a

favourable influence on the decision to be taken by the

League of Nations Assembly,

I venture to point out that since financial consi-

derations will also come into rlay when the project is exam-

ined, it is highly desirable that we should be able to rely

on definite promises of subscriptions. At this early stage,

it is difficult for me to give you complete details as to the

rumber and price of the volumes. It is possible, however, to

anticipate the publication of 14 works on ethnography and 50

on history and geography, of from 350 to 400 pages each, in-g°

Jesus, which would be obtainable from booksellers at about

50 French francs per volume. In the case of subssriptions to

the entire collection. this figure would be reduced to about





40 francs. The price of the different volumes would vary

slightly according to the number of pages, maps and other

illustrations. We expect to be able to produce four or five

works a year (two on ethnology and two or three on history)

in French and English editions.

I should be grateful if you would kindly let me know,

with an indication of which of these two languages you choose,

the number of subscriptions you could secure for us, Perhaps

you will be kind enough to interest also your colleagues and

members of other learned societies of your country in this

publication. (Subscription forms are enclosed herewith).

By the successful conduct of an u dertaking of this

scale, through international collaboration, we hope to make,

in conformity with the intentions of the League of Nations

Assembly, an essential contribution to the promotion of

mutual knowledge of peoples, without which a rapprochement

of minds and international co-operation are impossible. There

can be no doubt that this Collection whieh, in its committee

of sponsors and in its authors, will group to-ether the most

distinguished scholars of the New and the 014 World, will

lead to a better understanding of American civilisation and

its origins, will serve to dispel ignorance and misunder-

standings, thereby permitting of a proper appreciation of

this splendid civilisation and the work of those to whom the

world is indebted for its establishment,

Yours sincerely,




