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Advisory Committee on Research
 

The reasons which have led the Institute to propose

the creation, within the framework of the International Studies

Conference of a small advisory committee on research are as

follows:

1. The experience of the Study Conference on Col-

lective Security, as well as the preparation of the present

conference, have shown that the setting on foot of effective

research work involves a fairly long delay which it would be

of the grestest advantage бо shorten. IN so far as the pres-

ent conference is concerned, the delays involved were undoubt-

edly due portly to the complexity of the subject, partly to

the increase in numbers and the development of the groups par-

ticipating in the study. It is only necessary to remark that

the General Rapporteur?s first "commentary" could not be drawn

up until after the meeting of a small committee of experts at

the Institute on the 15th November, 1935, since the request for

sugge stions which had been addressed to the various groups on

the 8th of July remained without reply and proposals did not

reach the secretariat until after a reminder on the ¿ist of

October. The same hesitation was observed before the preced-

ing conference (Collective Security). It is cleerly of advan-

tage that, immediately after the holiday period, the nationel

groups should be put in possession of a first detailed plan whic

could be drawn up in the period between July end September, by

the General Rapporteur, essisted by the small committee whose

creation is envisaged.



2. The success of the Conference rests in great

measure on the existence of well-equipped and organised insti-

tutions and national committees. One of the ends which the Con-

ference has in view is to encourage, in the grees test possible

degree, the development of such institutions and committees; at

the seme time there cre still inequalities in the structure of

these nationel centres, and some of them have been compelled,

since the beginning of the preparatory work, to make great ef-

forts in organisation. On the other hand, there is a consider.

able advantage in beginning as soon as possible the coordina.

tion of the research which they undertake, and in this respect

also the support of the proposed committee would be valuable to

the General Rapporteur and to the Institute during the period

when certein groups are trying to decide upon their exact pro-

gramme of work and to ensure the perticipation of qualified ex-

perts.

ó. In spite of the devotion and compe tence of the in-

stitutions members of the Conference, experience proves that

various lacunse have to be filled when an attempt is made to

cover the whole field of the proposed research. Moreover, some

studies can more suitably be made by international experts than

by national study centres. A considereble amount of work of

this kind has been asked for in connection with the present con-

ference, either from individuals or from institutions such as

the International Labour Office. In the choice of these experts

it is not unlikely that the essentiel organisation of the Con-

ference would find it useful to be supported by an advisory com-

mittee.

4. Finally, one must mention the necessity of contin-

uing the system, which has given excellent results, of inter.



groups of co-ordinetion for the principal special subjects in-

cluded within the framework of the general programme of the

Conference; for the constitution of these inter-groups the new

orgrn proposed might be of real value, especially during the

first period of work.

5. Functions and composition of the edvisory com-
—

mittee on research. It might be considered as & sub-committee
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of the programme committee and eppointed, either by the admin-

istretive session of the Conference, itself, or later on by

agreement between the President of the Conference, the Presi-

dent of the Executive Committee and the Genernl Rapporteur,

It would have to be very small, composed of about five experts,

specialists in the subject of study. Among them would be in-

cluded the General Rapporteur, as well rs the President of the

Executive Committee; the other members would be chosen accord.

ing to their special competence in one or other port of the

subject chosen for the study conference.

As has been seen by the above considerstions, the

function of the committee would be particularly important at

the beginning of the period of preparation when it would have

to draw up in good time, in agreement with the General Reppor-

teur, the general plan of reserrch to be followed and, in frir-

ly broad outline, the first progremme of co-ordinction. 1%

goes without saying that the committee would have a strictly

advisory capacity «nd would be limited to offering suggestions

and recommendations to the national groups. Eventually, it

would also be enabled to assist the Institute in the choice of

experts to consult and of the work which they should be «asked

to do, in so far as such decisions hed to be taken before the

meetings of international speciclists! committees or in the in-



tervrls te tween those meetings.

‚The creation of the new organ would not run the risk

of over-weighting the Conference; it is on the contrary a sim

plifying measure, which tends to fscilitnte

of the work,
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The reasons which have led the Institute to propose

the creation, within the framework of the International Studies

Conference of a small advisory committee on research are as

follows:

1. The experience of the Study Conference on Col-

lective Security, as well as the preparation of the present

conference, have shown that the setting on foot of effective

research work involves a fairly long delay which it would be

of the grestest advantage to shorten. In so far as the pres-

ent conference is concerned, the delays involved were undoubt-

edly due partly to the complexity of the subject, partly to

the increase in numbers and the development of the groups par-

ticipating in the study. It is only necessary to remark that

the General Rapporteur!s first "commentary" Ge not be drawn

up until after the meeting of a small committee of experts at

‘the Institute on the 15th November, 1935, since the request for

sugge stions which Вой been addressed to the various groups on

the 8th of July remained without reply and proposals did not

rench the secretariat until after a reminder on the Slst of

Octoter. The same hesitation wal observed tefore the preced-

ing conference (Collective Security). It is clerrly of advan-

tage that, immediately after the holiday period, the nationel

groups Should be put in possession of a first detailed plan whic

could be drawn up in the. period between July and September, by

the General Rapporteur, essisted by the small committee whose

creation is envisaged.



2. The success of the Conference rests in great

measure on the existence of well-equipped and organised insti-

tutions and national committees. One of the ends which the Con-

ference has in view is to encourage, in the gres test possible

degree, the development of such institutions and committees; at

the same time there cre still inequalities in the structure of

these national centres, and some of them have been compelled,

since the beginning of the preparetor y work, to make great ef-

forts in organisation. On the other hand, there is a consider-

able advantage in beginning as soon as possible the coordina-

tion of the research which they undertake, and in this respect

also the support of the proposed committee would be valuable to

the General Rapporteur and to the Institute during the period

when certein groups are trying to decide upon their exact pro-

gramme of ‘work and to ensure the perticipation of qualified ex-

perts.

ò In spite of the devotion and competence of the in-

stitutions members of the Conference, experience proves that

various lacunse have to be filled when an attempt ís made to

cover the whole field of the proposed research. Moreover, some

studies can more suitably be made by international experts than

by nationzl study centres. A considereble amount of work of

this kind hes been asked for in connection with the present con-

ference, either fror individuals or from institutions such as

the International Labour Office. In the choice of these experts

it is not unlikely that the essentiel organisation of the Con-

ference would find it useful to be supported by an advisory com-

mittee.

4. Finally, one must mention the necessity of contin-

uing the system, which has given excellent results, of inter-



groups of co-ordinstion for the principal special subjects in-

cluded within the framework of the general programme of the

Conference; for the constitution of these inter-groups the new

orgrn proposed might be of real value, especially during the

first period of work.
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5. Functions and composition of the
 

mitteeonresearch. It might be considered as a sub-committee

of the programme committee and appointed, either by the admin-

istrative session of the Conference, itself, or later on by

agreement between the President of the Conference, the Presi-

dent of the Executive Committee and the Gener:1 Rapporteur.

It would have to be very smsll, composed of about five experts,

specislists in the subject of study. Among them would be in-

cluded the General Rapporteur, es well св the President of the

Executive Committee; the other members would be chosen accord-

ing to their specinl competence in one or other prrt of the

subject chosen for the study conference.

As has been seen by the above considerations, the

function of the committee would be particularly important at

the beginning of the period of preparation when it would have

to draw up in good time, in agreement with the General Rsppor-

teur, the general plan of reserrch to be followed and, in fair.

ly broad outline, the first programme of co-ordinction, It

goes without saying that the committee would have a strictly

advisory capacity =nd would be limited to offering suggestions

and recommendations to the national groups. Eventually, it

would also be enabled to assist the Institute in the choice of

experts to consult and of the work which they should be «asked

to do, in so far as such decisions hed to be taken before the

meetings of international specielists’ committees or in the in-



tervrls between those meetings.

The creation of the new organ would not run the risk

f  over-weighting the Conference; it is on the contrary a sim-

plifying measure, which tends to facilitate the setting on foot

of the work:
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