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The paper summarises and examines the various theories
held in regard to materials and the methods employed for the
restoration of monuments, from those advanced by Viollet-le-
Duc, who recommended methods similar to those adopted by the
builders of ancient times, up to those advocated by Ruskin,
concluding with present day tendencies, which admit only
visible consolidation and support carried out with new materials
treated in accordance with their individual character.

In a brief statement, Professor GIOVANNONI discusses
the spscific characteristics of modern architecture, which
aims at cimplicity of expression, at forms and solids which
are more geometrical than decorative and frequently tends
solely towards construction proper.

Applying these principles to the problem of restoration
and referring to the technical requirements to be met on the
one hand and to those of art with regard to architectonic
symmetry and harmony on the other, the writer reaches the
following conclusions

a) The Science and Technique of restoration should
unconditionally admit all constructional means at the disposal
of modern building technique, and they should be employed both
with a view to consolidation and reinstatement.

b) While in the structural diagrams illustrating
original works the direct exterior expression represents the
most satisfactory rule (for example : the abutment spurs in
the Colosseum and in the Theatre of Marcellus at Rome), thanks
to new and entirely different methods, it should be possible
and appropriate to attain the same end with elements which
are not embodied in the general aspect of the ancient monument
dealt with. In the treatment of the same organism, the final





decision may fall either on the principle of concealed

restoration, on the consolidation of existing, damaged or

reinstated parts, or on the building of a strong armature

on which a facing can be fixed.

The writer deals in particular with the possibilities

offered by concrete or reinforced concrete, which meet the

above requirements. Referring to the numerous examples of

restoration undertaken in Italian monuments, he mentions the

work on the transept of S. Clemente at Casauria, the consoli-

dation of the fagades of the church of Collemaggio at Aquila

and of S. Andrea di Vercelli; the consolidation of the Villa

Albani at Rome, of the Campanile at Venice, the cathedral at

Messina (entirely rebuilt after its destruction in 1908 ac-

cording to anti-earthguake principles of construction), the

preservation of the Roman galleys recovered from Lake Nemi,

and finally the projects contemplated for ensuring the

stability of the leaning tower of Pisa.
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